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PREFACE

To my dear husband, Pinak A. Desai, | extend my heartfelt gratitude
for his unwavering companionship, patience, and selfless support that
provided the calm sanctuary needed for rigorous scholarly pursuit. My world
is illuminated by Bhaveesh and Avya, whose affectionate smiles and playful
presence remain my constant source of vitality, joy, and inspiration. | also
convey my warmest gratitude to all members of my family for their boundless

affection and encouragement.

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 has provided a
transformative architecture for multidisciplinary exploration, critical inquiry,
and outcome-based higher education. However, bridging high-level national
policy with classroom implementation and industry practice remains an urgent
imperative. “Building a Future-Ready India: Innovation, Skills, Sustainability
and Human Values” was conceived from this imperative—to present a
comprehensive, peer-reviewed academic resource that harmonizes

technological advancement with human values.

1. Employability & Skill Readiness: Empirical frameworks addressing
student readiness, competency mapping, and closing the gap between

curricula and industry demands.

2. ESG & Sustainable Growth: Corporate adoption of Environmental,
Social, and Governance criteria, green regulatory mechanisms, and
resilient models for national development.

3. Al & Ethical Technology: Analyzing workforce transformation,
algorithmic accountability, human-machine symbiosis, and responsible Al

governance in higher education.
4. Financial Literacy & Institutional Governance: Behavioral finance
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insights, retail investor decision dynamics across urban-rural

demographics, and transparent governance systems.

This volume brings together scholarly research, empirical inquiries, and
policy analyses contributed by dedicated academicians and researchers
nationwide. It is designed to serve as an authoritative reference for
educators, policymakers, research scholars, and corporate leaders. It is our
earnest aspiration that this compilation will stimulate critical dialogue, foster
ethical innovation, and inspire future generations to contribute meaningfully

toward building a resilient, knowledgeable, and humane India.

Dr. Cheta Pinak Desai

Editor

In-charge Director & Principal

Bhagwan Mahavir College of Commerce and Management Studies
Dean of Student Welfare, Bhagwan Mahavir University, Surat
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been instrumental in bringing this volume to fruition.
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No: FIUD&UHI.MM.%&S%’.H/%/ 25"
Minister,

Finance, Urban Development and
Urban Housing

Government of Gujarat

Swarnim Sankul-1, 1% Floor,

Sachivalaya, Gandhinagar-382010

Tele. No. : 079-232 38152, 232 43506,
079-232 50211-14

Fax No.:079-232 50215
Date:29/07202-6

Kanubhai Desai

Message

As India accelerates on the path of economic resilience and self-
reliance, the synergy between knowledge creation, skilled human capital,
and sustainable practices forms the cornerstone of our progress. Gujarat
has always championed visionary enterprise, and academic research plays
a crucial role in providing structured frameworks for long-term growth.

The edited volume, "Building a Future-Ready India: Innovation,
Skills, Sustainability and Human Values," is a commendable initiative that
addresses core pillars essential for our nation's advancement. By
synthesizing academic rigor with practical development paradigms, this
publication offers valuable insights into fostering ethical leadership,
financial prudence, and future-ready capabilities among our youth.

I warmly congratulate Dr. Cheta Desai, the editorial team, and all
contributing researchers for bringing out this meaningful compilation. I am
confident that this work will serve as an insightful resource for
academicians, researchers, and policy-makers alike.

I convey my best wishes for the success of this publication.

lcanu M o

(Kanubhai Desai)
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Minister of Jal Shakti
Government of India
Message

Namaskar,

The book "Building a Future-Ready India: Innovation, Sk

Sustainability and Human Values," edited by Dr. Cheta Pinak

is a commendable effort aligning higher education 1
progress and sustainability.

I congratulate Dr. Cheta Pinak Desai and all co

for this inspiring work and extend my best wishe:

of this publication.

To,

Dr. Cheta Pinak Desai,
Editor

Date. : 18-09-2026
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Office : 210, Shram Shakti Bhawan, Rafi Marg, New Delhi-110 001
Tel: No. (011) 23711780, 23714663, 23714200, Fax : (011) 23710804
E-mail : minister-jalshakti@gov.in
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Mayaben Dharmendrabhai Mavani
Mayor
Surat Municipal Corporation

Dt. 17" September-26
-: MESSAGE :-

I am delighted to extend my warmest congratulations to Dr. ChetaPinak
Desai and MGM Publishing House on the upcoming release of the edited
publication, "Building a Future-Ready India: Innovation, Skills, Sustainability and
Human Values."

This upcoming book will serves as a vital guide for our generation, perfectly
aligning industry-ready skills with the ethical values we need to drive inclusive
growth. We are deeply inspired by this strategic foresight and are excited to use
these insights to contribute meaningfully toward a resilient and innovative India.

I extend my warmest best wishes for all your upcoming books and future

literary endeavors.

MD. Ve

Mayor
Surat Municipal Corporation

To,

Dr. ChetaPinak Desai

Editor

In-charge Director & Principal, BhagwanMahavir College of Commerce and
Management Studies

Dean- Students Affairs, Bhagwan Mahavir University

Contact: 9825107533

Email: drchetadesai@gmail.com

(M) : +91 9724345101, (M) : +91 9913828003, (O) : 0261-2422255, E-mail : mayor@suratmunicipal.org
Office : "Shree Tapi Bhavan", Surat Mahanagar Seva Sadan, Gordhandas Chokhawala Road, Shree Tapipura, Surat-395003.
Residence : 29, Bhavani Nagar Society, Matavadi, Lambe Hanuman Road, Varachha, Surat-395006.
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Sandip Desai
M.L.A. (Gujarat State)
168 - Choryasi Assembly Constituency

Office: 105, White House, VIP Road,
Vesu, Surat, Gujarat - 395007

Date - 18/09/2026

MESSAGE OF COMMENDATION

Surat has always stood as a shining symbol of enterprise, resilience, and
boundless opportunity-a vibrant city where tradition seamlessly meets modern
innovation. For our region and the nation to sustain this growth, empowering our
vouth with market-ready capabilities while keeping them grounded in cultural and
societal values is the defining priority of our time.

In this context, the publication "Building a Future-Ready India:
Innovation, Skills, Sustainability and Human Values," edited by Dr. Cheta Pinak
Desai, serves as a powerful and timely contribution. Through her dedicated leadership
in higher education and youth welfare right here in Surat, Dr. Desai brings a grounded,
forward-looking perspective that connects academic inquiry under NEP 2020 directly
with real-world community development, skill enrichment, and sustainable progress.

I extend my heartfelt appreciation to Dr. Cheta Pinak Desai and all the
contributing scholars for transforming academic research into meaningful societal
value. I am confident that this work will inspire educators, students. and future leaders
across Gujarat and India.

My heartiest congratulations and best wishes for a successful book launch!

Choryasi Assembly Constituency
M.L.A. Gujarat State
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uy221 uid Paresh Patel
Uy President
o12dl oot uill, Bharatiya Janta Party,
A2cl Helet2IR e Surat Mahanagar

Dt. 22/09/2026

MESSAGE

As India accelerates toward the vision of Viksit Bharat @2047,
the integration of innovation, skill enhancement,
environmental sustainability, and ethical values forms the
bedrock of national transformation.

The edited volume, Building a Future-Ready India: Innovation,
Skills, Sustainability and Human Values - by Dr. Cheta Pinak
Desai.

Surat has continually led by example in urban dynamism,
entrepreneurship, and public welfare, and intellectual
contributions of this caliber reinforce our shared mission
toward progressive nation-building.

| warmly congratulate Dr. Cheta Desai and all the contributing
researchers for curating such a meaningful publication, and |
convey my best wishes for its grand launch and lasting impact.

(A=
S prALa

“- ‘; Paresh Patel

Mo. : +91 93745 33123 E-mail : president@bjpsurat.org

Pandit Dindayal Bhavan, Bhartiya Janata Party, Udhna Main Road, Surat - 394 210, Gujarat, India.
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{J! Samagra Shiksha

il

M. NAGARAJAN, 1As

State Project Director

>

Guijarat Council of School Education

Dt. 19" September, 2026

-: MESSAGE :-

It gives me great pleasure to share this foreword for the book Building a

Future-Ready India: Innovation, Skills, Sustainability and Human Values.

India’s journey toward becoming a developed nation depends
fundamentally on empowering our youth with future-ready skills, fostering
grassroots innovation, and embedding sustainability into every facet of urban
and rural growth. Alongside technological advancement, upholding core human

values remains essential to building an equitable and forward-looking society.

This volume provides valuable academic insights and practical
frameworks addressing these vital imperatives. | appreciate the dedication of
Dr. Cheta Pinak Desai and all contributing scholars in bringing this publication

together, and | convey my best wishes for its wide readership and impactful

reception.
(M. Nagarajan)
To,
Dr. Cheta Pinak Desai
Editor

In-charge Director & Principal, BhagwanMahavir College of Commerce and
Management Studies Dean- Students Affairs, Bhagwan Mahavir University

Contact: 9825107533

Email: drchetadesai@gmail.com

Samgra Shiksha, 1* Floor, Vidya Samiksha Kendra, Sector - 19, Gandhinagar - 382 021. GUJARAT
Phone No. : (079) 22881000 | E-mail : spd-gcsess@gujarat.gov.in
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Office of Superintendents of Police, Surat
Rural Surat, Athwalines, Surat

I'elephone No.0261-2651832-33

Rajesh S sdliiva; 1S Fax N0.0261-2651840

Superintendent of Police Date:-24/09/2026

-:: MESSAGE ::-

It gives me immense pleasure to extend my warm greetings and best wishes on the publication
of the insightful and thought-provoking book “Building a Future-Ready India: Innovation. Skills.

Sustainability and Human Values,” edited by Dr. Cheta Pinak Desai.

The book brings together diverse and contemporary perspectives on innovation. skill
development, employability, sustainability, ESG practices, artificial intelligence, human-machine
collaboration. financial literacy and human values. Its multidisciplinary approach provides meaningful

insights into the opportunities and challenges involved in shaping a progressive and future-ready India.

The integration of innovation, education, technology, sustainability and ethical human values
makes this publication particularly relevant in the context of India’s evolving socio-economic and
educational landscape. The emphasis on developing future-ready skills while preserving human values is
both timely and significant.

I sincerely appreciate the efforts of the editor and all the contributors in bringing together

valuable research and practical perspectives in this volume. I am confident that this book will serve as a

useful resource for students. academicians, researchers, professionals and policymakers.

My heartfelt congratulations and best wishes for the success of this valuable publication.

i

(Rajesh Gadhiya)

To.

Dr. Cheta Pinak Desai

Editor

In-charge Director & Principal, Bhagwan Mahavir College of Commerce and

Management Studies Dean-Student Affairs, Bhagwan Mahavir University
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